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Cloud-native platforms offer contract manufacturers a powerful path to greater flexibility, lower costs, and
streamlined operations. By leveraging the scalability and speed of cloud infrastructure, contract manufacturers can
rapidly adapt to market shifts while improving resource utilization.

In an industry where margins are tight and change is constant, cloud-native solutions like Manufacturing Execution
Systems (MES), Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP), and predictive maintenance tools can turn downtime into
uptime — and complexity into clarity.

Defining Cloud-Native — and Why It Matters in Manufacturing

“Cloud-native” refers to applications that are designed and built specifically to operate in cloud environments.
Unlike legacy software migrated to the cloud, cloud-native systems are built for elasticity, high availability, and
integration from the ground up.

In contract manufacturing, that means:

Faster deployment and updates

Minimal reliance on on-site infrastructure

Better collaboration across sites, suppliers, and systems
Real-time visibility into shop floor performance

According to a 2024 report released by Gartner Inc., 61% of midsized manufacturers that adopted cloud-native
MES and ERP systems reported improved production responsiveness within six months, and 47% reduced IT
operating costs by over 20%.

Real-World Tools Driving the Shift
Cloud-native tools aren't just buzzwords — they’re practical upgrades to systems you already use.
Cloud-Native MES

A cloud-native MES provides real-time tracking of production, inventory, and quality metrics across all facilities —
even globally. Leading platforms like Tulip and Plex Systems offer mobile-friendly interfaces and quick integration
with existing PLCs and machines.

ERP Systems in the Cloud

Solutions like NetSuite and Acumatica allow contract manufacturers to centralize operations, finance, and
procurement in one platform. With customizable dashboards and secure APIs, data becomes more accessible and
actionable across the business.



Predictive Maintenance Powered by Al

With Internet of Things (loT)-connected sensors and cloud-native Al engines, manufacturers can now detect
performance degradation before it becomes a breakdown. This means fewer surprises and smarter use of
maintenance crews and parts.

IndustryWeek notes that manufacturers using cloud-based predictive maintenance tools report an average 14%
increase in equipment availability.

Vendor Considerations: What to Look For

Choosing the right cloud-native solution starts with alignment. Contract manufacturers need platforms that
integrate cleanly with legacy systems while supporting future innovation. Here’s what to prioritize:

Open integration architecture to avoid vendor lock-in

Robust security and compliance capabilities

Scalable pricing models to support seasonal or project-based workloads
Industry-relevant features like BOM tracking, SPC integration, and multi-plant visibility
Support and SLAs that align with production-critical operations

Gartner’s Market Guide for Manufacturing Cloud Platforms 2025 recommends vetting providers not only for
features but for their track record supporting hybrid environments — especially in regulated industries.

Make the Shift Without Disruption

Cloud-native doesn't have to mean risky. With the right partner, implementation can occur in phases that match
your production cycles, operational realities, and strategic goals. Whether you're upgrading your ERP or layering
in predictive insights, ABI can help design a roadmap that minimizes downtime and maximizes ROI.

Ready to modernize without slowing production? Download our White Paper, “A Practical Guide to Digital
Transformation for Contract Manufacturers,” to explore migration strategies, ROl benchmarks, and implementation
checklists tailored to your environment.

Or if you prefer, contact us today to speak with a solutions engineer who speaks your language — and
understands your line.

About Anchor Bridge Innovations

Anchor Bridge Innovations is a high-tech Value-Added Reseller founded by seasoned IT professionals. We deliver
secure, scalable, and future-ready technology solutions tailored to the needs of small and mid-sized enterprises.
By partnering with top-tier OEMs and next-gen innovators, we offer a full spectrum of services — including data
infrastructure, cloud, cybersecurity, automation, and networking — all backed by white-glove support from
planning through post-deployment.

At ABI, we don't just sell technology — we help you connect machines to decisions — fast, and without disruption.



